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new with most people here. The discussion is followed by the same
result as in America, when it was first mooted in the New-England
Convention. There is such a sameness in the arguments, pro and
con, that if you could be landed on this side of the Atlantie, without
your knowledge, you would searcely distinguish between our meet-
ings here, and our meetings at home. The Free Church is in a
terrible stew. [Its leaders thought to get the slaveholders’ money
and bring it home, and escape censure. They had no idea that
t?ley would be followed and exposed. Its members are leaving it
hlfe rats escaping from a sinking ship. There is a strong deter:
mination to have the slave money sent back, and the union broken
up. In this feeling all roligious denominations participate. Let
slavery be hemmed in on every side by the moral and religious
sentiments of mankind, and its death is certain.
I am always yours,
FREDERICK DOUGLASS. "

Lonpon, May 23, 1846.
W, Luoyp GARRINON

Dear Frignp—1 take up my pen to give you a hasty sketch of
a five days’ visit to this great eity. T arrvived here from Edin-
burgh, on the 18th instant, and proceeded immediately to 5 White-
head’s Grove, the house of your early and devoted friend, Groras
TrompsoN, from whom I had received a most cordial letter, inviting
me to make his house my home, during my stay in London. The
main object of my visit was to attend the annual meeting of the
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society—to do which, T had re-
ceived a pressing invitation from the Committee of that Society.
The meeting was held on the day of my arrival in Freemason’s
Hall, great Queen street. The chair was taken by Sir Edward
North Buxton, Bart.

Having heard much of the meetings of this Society, I was sur-
prised and disappointed by the fewness of those assembled. There
weore not more present, on this occasion, than what we usually have
at our business meetings of the American A. 8. Society. The thin-
ness of the meeting was aceounted for by the secretary, Mr. Scoble,
on the ground that there were several very important philanthropie
meetings in progress at the same hour—meetings in which the
friends of emaneipation were deeply interested, and to which many
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had gone, who otherwise would have been present at the anti-
glavery meeting.

I will not trouble you with any minute account of this meeting,
as you will find a pretty accurate sketeh of its proceedings in n
London paper, which 1 have already mailed for you. There was
one pleasing feature, to which T will refer, and that was, the readi-
ness with which the meeting responded to the sentiment of ‘non-
christian fellowship with slaveholders,” and the zeal, spirit and
unanimity with which it joined in our uncompromising demand
upon the Free Church of Scotland, to ‘SEND BACK THE MONEY.'
This was the more gratifying, in view of the manner in which this
subject has been treated by some of the local auxiliary societies,
which have stood aloof from the subject, and refused in any way
to co-operate with us, because, as they allege, we are of the ‘Garri-
son party’ in America. This ground has been distinetly taken by
the Edinburgh Anti-Slavery Committee. Instead of seconding our
efforts, (whether intentionally, or otherwise,) they have played into
the hands of the enemy, and have been guoted over and over again,
by the Free Church press, against us. In assuming this position
towards us, and the cause in which we are immediately engaged,
they cannot but feel sensibly rebuked by the present example of
the Parent Society; for that Society not only invited Mr. Thomp-
son and myself to speak, but to speak on this very subject; and no
parts of our speeches were more warmly received, or more enthusi-
astically cheered, than our several animadversions on the conduet
of the Free Church of Scotland,—which Church now stands before
this country and the world as the most prominent, defender of the
Christianity of man-stealers.

At the close of the meeting, Mr. Joseph Sturge came forward,
and said that, in consequence of the fewness of the number who
had had an opportunity of hearing me, he would do what he could
to get me a meeting at the end of the week, when he was certain
that a much larger meeting than the present could be obtained, if
1 would consent to address it. I agreed, and the meeting was held
last night in Finsbury Chapel, one of the largest chapels in Lon-
don. I shall also send you a mewspaper report of this meeting,
Meanwhile, I must say, it was one of the most effective and satis-
factory meetings which I have attended since landing on these
shores. You will observe, that the resolutions adopted by the meet:
ing assert a broader and nobler platform, than that upon whieh our

T
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Broad-street friends have for some time past acted. They have,
as you are aware, taken sides with the New Organization and Lib-
erty party, while they have decried and disparaged the efforts of
yourself, and those who are earnestly laboring with you. The fact
is, they have known very little of our efforts since 1840. Mr.
Seoble, the Seeretary, informs me that he has been left to gather
information of our movements as best he could—that, while he has
never, in a single instance, omitted to send you his Annual Report,
he has in no instance received ours; so that he has been compelled
to silence respecting us, for the want of information necessary to
an intelligent opinion of our movement. I assured him that I
thought our Reports had been sent, but that they had been mis-
carried, or that some accident had befallen them, as T could con-
ceive of mo reason for withholding them, or neglecting to send
them; especially as I knew it to be a first prineiple with our So-
ciety, in the fullest manner to exchange opinions with every class
of abolitionists, whether they be for or against the views held by
us. But to the meeting,

In adopting the rexolution, moved by Dr. Campbell, a new and
better way is marked out. It asserts, as it should do, the duty and
prerogative of British abolitionists to be, that of co-operating with,
and encouraging, fellow-laborers in the United States of every anti-
slavery creed. Let this resolution be universally adopted, and
serupulously adhered to, and there will be a happy termination to
the hitter jarrings which have, during the last six years, marred
and defaced the beauty and excellence of our noble work. Of
course, this resolution does not pledge the British and Foreign A.
S. Society to the principle contained in it, as it was only adopted
at a public meeting ; still, T believe the ground taken is one, upon
which nine-tenths of all the abolitionists in this country are anxious
to stand. They are, as they ought to be, unwilling to be understood
as being unfriendly to any class or ereed of anti-slavery men in the
United States,

This has been a week of great activity with me. I have at-
tended n meoting every day sinee I came into the city. On Mon-
day, as 1 have before observed, T attended the anniversary of the
British and Forelgn Anti-Slavery Society. On Tuesday, I received
an invitation, and spoke at a large and excellent meeting of the
Peace Society, On Wednesday, 1 was invited to speak at a meeting
of the complete Sullrage Association, called thus in contradistine-
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tion from the Chartist party, and differing from that party, in that
it repudiates the use of physical force as a means of' attaining its
object. T am persuaded that, after the complete triumph of the
Anti-Corn Law movement, the next great reform will be that of
complete suffrage. The agitation which this must oceasion v.vill be
louder, deeper and stronger than that attending the Antl-Co'rn
Law movement. It comprehends dearer interests than those in-
volved in the repeal of the Corn Laws. Tt is quite easy to see, that,
in the triumph of complete suffrage in this country, aristocratic
rule must end—class legislation must cease—the law of primo-
geniture and entail, the game laws, &e. will be utterly swept from
the statute book. When people and not property shall govern,
people will cease to be subordinate to property. .

In the triumph of this movement may be read the destruetion
of the time-hallowed alliance of Church and State. The opposition
to the gross injustice of compelling a man to support a form of
worship, in which he not only feels no interest, but which he really
hates, is great and increasing. The brilliant success of the Anti-
Corn Law League has convineed the people of their power. The
demand for the separation of Church and State, which is now but
whispered, must sooner or later be heard in tones of thunder. The
battle will be hot, but the right must triumph. God grant that
they may make a better use of their political freedom, than t..he
working people of the United States have hitherto done \—For, in-
stead of taking sides with the oppressed, they have acted the un-
natural and exeerable part of the vilest oppressors, They stand
forth in the front ranks of tyranny, and, with words of freedom
on their deceitful lips, have given victory to a party, the chief
pride, boast and glory of which is that of having blasted one of .the
fairest portions of our common earth with slavery. It is but just
to the friends of political freedom here to say, that they regard the
hypoeritical pretenders to demoeratic freedom in America with
absolute contempt, and ineffable disgust. The time was, when
America was known abroad as the land of the free, but that time
is past. No intelligent and honest man, whose love of liberty does
not depend on the color of a man 'g skin, ever thinks of America in
connection with freedom, but with abhorrence. Slavery gives char-
acter to the American people. It dietates their laws, gives tone to
their literature, and shapes their religion. It stands up in their
midst, the only sovereign power in the land. The friends of free-
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dom here look upon America as one of the greatest obstacles in the
:;lay (;f p:éitical hfre;dom, as she is now the great fact, illustrating
e alleged truth, that the tyran i
o e yrant many are even more tyrannical
On ’:l‘hursday, 1 accepted an invitation to attend and speak at
!;he anniversary mesting of the National Temperance Society, held
in Yhe far-famed BExeter Hall., It was a splendid meeting. A: Teso-
lution was adopted, proposing a World’s Convention to be held in
London, some time during the month of August. It was supported
by Ml:. Joseph Sturge and myself. I mention this, simply to call
attention to a noble testimony borne by Mr. Sturge against slave-
holders—a testimony which must have the best effect, just now.
Mr. Sturge is a thorough temperance man, and gives largely in
support of the eause. While speaking of the proposed Convention
and of the possibility of slaveholders being admitted into it as mem:
ben, he declared that, if slaveholders were admitted, he would not
git in the Convention, or aid it in any way whatever. He had con-
templated giving the Society £50; but he must find some other
benevolent object upon which to bestow that sum, if slaveholders
were admitted into the Convention, Subsequently, Mr. Alexander
a friend of temperance, and a membor of the Society of Friends,
has taken the same ground. These sentiments were loudly ap:
plauded by the meeting. The feeling of ‘NO UNION WITH
SLAVEHOLDERS’ is becoming more and more general in London
and throughout this country. American slaveholders must pre:
pare, not only to be excluded from the eommunion of British Chris-
tians, but peremptorily driven from the platform of every philan-
thropie association, Let them be hemmed in on every side. Let
them be placed beyond the pale of respectability, and, standing out
separated, alone in their infamy, let the storm gather over them
and its hottest bolts descend. Our justification is ample:—the:
slaveholder is a man-stealer.

1 ought to have said, while speaking of the anti-slavery meeting
at Finsbury Ohapel, that Dr, Campbell suggested that, in as much
as it would be of some importance to the anti-slavery cause to have
me remain in this country longer than I could be induced to re-
main, absent from my family, measures be at once taken, by which
a sufficient amount could be realized to enable me to bring my
fa‘mily to this eountry. This suggestion being seconded by my
friend Mr, Thompson, in a very few minutes between £80 and £90
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were contributed for the purpose. This result was entirely unex-
pected to me. I had not even mentioned my desire for any such
thing to the meeting. I had said, however, to Mr. Thompson, and
also to Mr. Sturge, that I could not remain absent from my family
more than one year, and that I must go home in August, unless I
should decide to bring my family to this country; and this may
have led to the suggestion by Dr. Campbell.

I have just received a letter from Mr. Sturge, the chairman of
the meeting at which the money was raised, saying he will cause to
be forwarded to any person whom 1 may mention as my friend in
the United States, five hundred dollars, to be appropriated to the
removal of my family to this country. Qo T rest in the hope of
soon being joined by my family in a land where they will not be
constantly harassed by the apprehension, that some foul imp of a
slaveholder may lay his infernal cluteh upon me, and tear me from
their midst. Master Hugh must bear the loss of my service one
year longer, and it may be, I shall remain absent {wo years. Please
send him a paper, containing this announcement, and exhort him
to patience. It may serve to ease, if not cure, his anxious mind,
He must feel my absence keenly, and must suffer greatly; for of
all pain, I believe that of suspense is the most severe. By the way,
one of the charges I have preferred against master Thomas Auld,
and one which he seems the most angry about, respects his mean-
ness; and the fact illustrative of this trait brought forward in my
Narrative, is that he once owned a young woman, a cousin of mine,
whose right hand had been so burnt as to make it nseless to her
through life—and finding this young woman of little or no value
to him, he very generously gave her to his sister Sarah. Seized, T
suppose, with a similar fit of benevolence, he has transferred his
legal right of property in my body and soul, to his less fortunate
brother Hugh. And master Hugh (for so I suppose 1 must call
him,) seems to be very proud of the gift, and means to play the
part of a hungry blood-hound in eatching me. Possess your soul
in patience, dear master Hugh, and regale yourself on the golden
dreams afforded by the prospect—* Farst catch your rabbit,” &e. de.

But I am wandering. My visit to this city has been exceed-
ingly gratifying, on account of the freedom T have enjoyed in visit-
ing such places of instruction and amusement as those from which
I have been carefully excluded by the inveterate prejudice against
color in the United States. Botanic and Zoological gardens,
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seums and Panoramas, Halls of Statuary and Galleries of Paint-
ings, are as free to the black as the white man in London. There
is no distinetion on account of color. The white man gains nothing
by being white, and the black man loses nothing by being black.
‘A man’s a man for a’ that.” I went on Tuesday morning, in com-
pany with Mr. and Mrs, Thompson, to see Cremore (farden, a place
of recreation and amusement—a most beautiful and picturesque
spot, delightfully situated on the bank of the Thames, at the west
end of the eity. I was admitted without a whisper of objection
on the part of the proprietor or spectators. Every one looked as
though they thought I had as much right there as themselves, and
not the slightest dislike was manifested toward me on account of
my negro origin, unless a gentleman from Boston, who was in the
Garden while I was there, be an exception—and I will not say that
he was.  He had just brought to the Garden a panorama of Boston,
rolled up in a long case, which was so heavy as to require eight men
to carry it. Soon after its arrvival, the proprietor told me what it
was. I then said | knew Boston, and should be glad to see a
panorama of it, but was informed it would not be presented for ex-
hibition for two or three weeks, as the place was not quite ready
for it. My American friend, whom I took to be the artist, on learn-
ing that I knew Boston, at once made toward me, without the slight-
est ceremony or cireumlocution ordinarily resorted to by gentlemen
when approaching a stranger, and bolting up to me, he asked, in
much the same tone which a white man employs when addressing
a slave by the way-side— Well, boy, who do you belong to?’— Do
you know Boston?’ ‘Yes, Sir.” ‘Well, if you know Boston, you
know it is the handsomest city in the world!” This left me with-
out a doubt as to the Yankee origin of my friend, and I felt quite
at home in his presence. He eloquently descanted on the beauties
of Boston, quoting various authorities as proof of his position, that
Boston is the most beautiful city in the world. I replied, that
Bosgton is a very handsome eity, but I thought not the handsomest
in the world—and proceeded to speak of Edinburgh. But a very
few moments convineed me, that my patriotic friend had no ear
for the praise of any other eity than Boston; so we separated. We,
however, met again in the course of half an hour, when his tone
was quite altered, and his manner quite changed. We had a very
pleasant interview, e asked if my name was Douglass, and being
answered in the affiemative, expressed pleasure at seeing me, and
said he had frequently heard of me since he came to this country.
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There is one remarkable peculiarity in all t.he Americans with
whom 1 have had the pleasure to meet on this gide of the Atlantie,
and that is, their adaptability to circumstances ! P.emm.. who
would feel themselves disgraced by being seen conversing with mo
in Boston, find no diffieulty in being seated at the same table with

i don!

- ;;]nh\n\l’ledonesday, I went to see the ‘assembled wisdom” of 'thil
great nation—Parliament. Through the kindness of fuy friend
George Thompson, I gained admission to the Speuke.r s Callery,
which is quite a privilege. Here I found myself beside the R:ev.
Mr. Kirk, of Boston, who geemed in no way shocked at bm.ng
seated on the same bench with a negro, but rather Pleased vf'lth
having met me. I was fortunate in the choice of the time of going,
for T eould not have selected three hours when I gould have heard
a greater number of distinguished members. A bill ‘\'vas before the
House, for restricting the hours of factory labor. Sir James Gra-
ham, Sir John Hobhouse, Lord George Bentinck, son of the Duke
of Portland, Mr. Gisbourne, Mr. Wakely, Mr. Farrend, Mr. John
Bright, Mr. Crawford, Mr. Brotherton, Sir Robert Peel, Lord John
Russell, and several other members, addressed thf: House on the
subject. When the vote was to be taken, the galleries were clem.'ed,
so that the spectator is not allowed to see who votes for or agan.lst
a measure. 1 was much pleased with the respectf.ul manner with
which members spoke of each other. Never. having enjoyed the
privilege of witnessing the legislative proceedings of our great ni-
tion, I cannot say in what respect they differ, or in. what respeet
the one is to be preferred to the other. All 1 know is, if T should
presume to go into Washington as 1 have it_\to London, and enter
Congress as I have done the House of Parliament, the' nrdcnt_ de-
fendders of democratic liberty would at once put me into p'rxson,
on suspicion of having been ‘ereated contrary to the D(.eclamtlon of
American Independence.” On failing to prove a negatlve,. I should
be sold into slavery, to pay my jail fees! ‘MHail, Co%umbm, happy
land!’ Under these cirenmstances, my republican friends must not
think strange, when I say I would rather be in London thfm ‘Wash-
ington. Liberty in Hyde Park is better than democt_‘acy in a slave
prison—monarchical freedom is better than republican Blaver;\—
things are better than names. 1 prefer the substance to the shadow.
Since I eame to this eity, I have had the honor to be m.ldl n
member of the Free Trade Club, composed in part of some of the
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most distinguished and influential gentlemen in the kingdom. But
I must not speak of this, lest I should rouse the ire of the New-
York Express, or provoke the fiery indignation of Bennett’s Herald.
I have enjoyed a fine opportunity of becoming acquainted with
Mr. George Thompson. I have been with him in private and in
public—at home and abroad—when in the heat of intense excite-
ment, and when mantled with the most tranquil repose—and in all
cirecumstances, I have found him equal to the highest estimate I
had formed of the man, Ie is the first great orator of whom I had
formed a very high opinion, on the first hearing of whom I did not
feel a degree of disappointment. He is far above any opinion I
had formed of him, 1 have found him to be, emphatically, the man
of every meeting which I have attended since I came to London.
The announcement of his name is attended with demonstrations of
applause, such as are weldom called forth by the mention of any
other name.

Mr. Thompson is now deeply engaged in exposing the corrupt
and despotie rule of the Bast India Company, and his labors in
that department are oqual to all his time and strength. Yet, such
is his devotion to the eause of the American slave, that he is re-
solved to devote one or two weeks more to the agitation now going
on in Scotland, against Christian fellowship with slaveholders, to
induce the Free Church to send back the blood-stained money, As
usual, you see him battling for the right,

But I must close this already too lengthy letter, or 1 would say
more of this friend of God and man. Long may he live to plead
the cause of our common humanity—to open his mouth for the
dumb—to demand liberty for the heart-broken captive, uncondi-
tional emancipation for the whip-scared slave, succor for the af-
flicted, merey for the suffering, and justice for the oppressed !

Yours to the end,

FREDERICK DOUGLASS. 8

Grasaow, (Scotland,) April 15, 1846.
Mg, Grugugy :

My Dear Sin—1I never wrote nor attempted to write a letter for
any other than a strietly anti-slavery press; but being greatly en-
couraged by your magnanimity, as shown in copying my letter
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written from Belfast, Ireland, to the Liberator at Boston, I venturs
d vou a few lines, direct from my pen.

4 S(Imkniw not how to thank you for the deep and lively inte one
you have been pleased to take in the cause _Of my long neglected
race, or in what language to express the gratification I feel in wit-
nessing your unwillingness to lend your a.id. to ‘break a bruised
reed,’ by adding your weight to the already 1nsupporta\.)le bur(?an
to crush, the feeble though virtuous efforts of one who is }abonnc
for the emanecipation of a people, who, for two long centuries, h.ave
endured, with the utmost patience, a bondage, one hour of which,
in the graphic language of the immortal Jefferson, is worse than
ages of that which your fathers rose in rebellion to oppose. .

It is such indications on the part of the press—which, .hal.)plly,
are multiplying throughout all the land—that kindle up within me
an ardent hope that the curse of slavery will not much longer be
permitted to make its iron foot-prints in the lacerated l}earts o‘f my
sable brethren, or to spread its foul mantle of moral blight, mxlflew
and infamy, over the otherwise noble character of the American

eople.
b II) am very sorry to see that some of your immediate neighbors
are very much displeased with you, for this act of kindness to my-
self, and the cause of which I am an humble advoeate ; and .that an
attempt has been made, on the part of some of them, by misrepre-
senting my sayings, motives and objects in this country., to stir up
against me the already too bitter antipathy of the American people,
1 am called, by way of reproach, a runaway glave. As if .lt were
a erime—an unpardonable erime—for a man to talke his inalien-
able rights! If I had not run away, but settled down in the de-
grading arms of slavery, and made no effort to gain my freedom,
it is quite probable that the learned gentlemen, who now brand me
with being a miserable runaway slave, would have nflduced the
fact in proof of the negro’s adaptation to slavery, and his utter un-
fitness for freedom! ‘There’s no pleasing some people.” But w.hy
should Mr. James Brooks feel so much annoyed by the attention
shown me in this country, and so anxious to excite against me the
hatred and jealousy cf the American people? 1 can very readily
understand why a slaveholder—a trader in slaves—one who has all
his property in human flesh, blinded by ignorance ashto his own
best interest, and under the dominion of violent passions engens
dered by the possession of diseretionary and irresponsible power

i
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